
Regular Council Meeting 
Town of Sundre Municipal Council Chambers 

November 6, 2023 
6:00 p.m. 

1. Call to Order
Moment of Reflection

2. Public Hearing: None

3. Agenda – Amendments and Adoption
3.1 November 6, 2023
3.2 Councillor Absence

4. Adoption of Previous Minutes
4.1 October 23, 2023 Regular Council Meeting Pg. 1

5. Delegation:
5.1 Chinook’s Edge School Division Trustee, Terry Leslie and Representatives of 

River Valley School and Sundre High School Pg. 5

6. Bylaws/Policies: None

7. Old Business: None

8. New Business:
8.1 RFD Gas Alberta Inc. 2023 Gas Cost Refund Pg. 25
8.2 RFD 2023 Auditor Appointment Pg. 29
8.3 RFD Parkland Regional Library Board Proposed 2024 Budget Pg. 30
8.4 RFD FCM Feasibility Study Funding Pg. 52
8.5 RFD Sundown in Sundre Santa Event Pg. 53
8.6 RFD Proclamation, November Seniors’ Falls Prevention Month Pg. 55

9. Administration: None

10. Municipal Area Partnership (MAP): None

11. Council Committee Reports: None

12. Council Invitations  Correspondence:
12.1 Invitation to attend the November 11, 2023 Remembrance Day Service Pg. 57

13. Closed Meeting: None

14. Adjournment

Personal information heard in this meeting is being collected under the authority of Section 33 of the Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act. Public meeting of the Town of Sundre, including presentations made by speakers, are recorded in Minutes, 
and posted on the Town of Sundre website. If you have any questions about the collection of information, please contact the FOIP
Coordinator at 403-638-3551 or email: townmail@sundre.com 



Regular Council Meeting  
Minutes 

Town of Sundre Municipal Council Chambers 
October 23, 2023 

_____ 

_____ 
Initials 

The regular meeting of Council of the Municipality of Sundre was held in the Municipal Council Chambers on 
Monday, October 23, 2023 commencing at 6:00 p.m. 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mayor Richard Warnock 
Councillor Connie Anderson 
Councillor Todd Dalke 
Councillor Owen Petersen 
Councillor Jaime Marr 
Councillor Paul Isaac 
Councillor Chris Vardas 

ABSENT: Chief Administrative Officer, Linda Nelson 

Staff: Acting CAO / Director Corporate Services, Chris Albert 
Community Peace Officer, Sam Zhao 
Administrative Support, Betty Ann Fountain 

PUBLIC 0 

PRESS 1 

CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by Mayor Warnock followed by a moment 
of reflection on the business of the evening. 

PUBLIC HEARING None 

AGENDA – AMENDMENTS AND ADOPTION 

Res. 277-23-10-23 MOVED by Councillor Marr that the Agenda be approved as amended as follows: 

1. Add 8.5 Proclamation, month of November, Family Violence Prevention Month,
Mountain View Emergency Shelter Society

2. Add 8.6 Red Deer River Municipal Users Group – support for advocacy for in-line
storage on the Red Deer River

CARRIED 

ADOPTION OF THE PREVIOUS MINUTES  

Res. 278-23-10-23 MOVED by Councillor Isaac that the Minutes of the Organizational Meeting held on 
October 2, 2023 be approved as presented. 

CARRIED 

4.1
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Regular Council Minutes – October 23, 2023 

_____ 

_____ 
Initials 

Res. 279-23-10-23 MOVED by Councillor Anderson that the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Council 
held on October 2, 2023 be approved as presented. 

CARRIED 

Res. 280-23-10-23 MOVED by Councillor Vardas that the Minutes of the Closed Meeting of Council held 
on October 13-15, 2023 be approved as presented. 

CARRIED 

DELEGATION: None 

BYLAWS & POLICIES: None 

OLD BUSINESS  None 

NEW BUSINESS  Councillor Appointment to Parkland Regional Library Board 

Res. 281-23-10-23 MOVED by Councillor Marr that the Town of Sundre Council appoint Councillor Dalke 
to the Parkland Regional Library Board for a one (1) year Term beginning November 1, 
2023, ending October 31, 2024. 

CARRIED 

Traffic Study – Hwy 27 Eastbound at 6 Street S.E. 

Res. 282-23-10-23 MOVED by Councillor Petersen that the Town of Sundre Council accept the Traffic 
Study of Highway 27 Eastbound at 6 Street S.E., as information. 

CARRIED 

Amendment to Council Calendar 2023 and 2024 

Res. 283-23-10-23 MOVED by Councillor Petersen that the Town of Sundre Council approve the 
amended 2023 and 2024 Meeting Calendars as presented. 

In Favour: Mayor Warnock, Councillor Anderson, Councillor Petersen, Councillor Marr Councillor Isaac, 
Councillor Vardas 

Opposed: Councillor Dalke 
CARRIED 

FortisAlberta Franchise Fee for 2024 

Res. 284-23-10-23 MOVED by Councillor Anderson that the Town of Sundre Council increase the Fortis 
Alberta Franchise Fee from 10% to 12% effective January 1, 2024. 

In Favour: Mayor Warnock, Councillor Anderson, Councillor Vardas, Councillor Isaac 
Opposed: Councillor Dalke, Councillor Petersen, Councillor Marr 

CARRIED 
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Regular Council Minutes – October 23, 2023 

_____ 

_____ 
Initials 

CARRIED / DEFEATED 

Proclamation: November, Family Violence Prevention Month 

Res. 285-23-10-23 MOVED by Councillor Marr that the Town of Sundre Council proclaim November 
2023, Family Violence Prevention Month in Sundre. 

CARRIED 

Red Deer River Municipal Users Group (RDRMUG) 

Res. 286-23-10-23 MOVED by Councillor Dalke that the Town of Sundre Council supports the advocacy 
efforts of the RDRMUG to urge the Minister of Agriculture to include in his budget 
presentation to the Finance Minister funds for a feasibility study for in-line storage 
on the Red Deer River and further directs administration to draft a letter of support 
of the RDRMUG advocacy efforts. 

CARRIED 

ADMINISTRATION: Departmental Reports for September 2023 

Res. 287-23-10-23 MOVED by Councillor Petersen that the Town of Sundre Council accept the 
Departmental Reports for September 2023 as information. 

CARRIED 

MUNICIPAL AREA PARTNERSHIP: 

Res. 288-23-10-23 MOVED by Councillor Isaac that the Town of Sundre Council accept the verbal report 
regarding the October 18th, 2023 MAP Key Messages as information. 

CARRIED 

COUNCIL REPORTS: Council Committee Reports 

Res. 289-23-10-23 MOVED by Councillor Isaac that the Town of Sundre Council accept Mayor Warnock’s 
report for the month of September 2023 as information. 

CARRIED 

Res. 290-23-10-23 MOVED by Councillor Anderson that the Town of Sundre Council accept Councillor 
Marr’s report for September 2023 as information. 

CARRIED 

Council Key Messages 

Res. 291-23-10-23 MOVED by Councillor Vardas that the Town of Sundre Council accept the Key 
Messages of Council for the month of September 2023 as information. 

CARRIED 
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Regular Council Minutes – October 23, 2023 

_____ 

_____ 
Initials 

COUNCIL INVITATIONS/CORRESPONDENCE: Letter to Sundre Hospital Futures 

Res. 292-23-10-23 MOVED by Councillor Marr that the Town of Sundre Council accept the letter to Sundre 
Hospital Futures in support of a Grant Application as information. 

CARRIED 

CLOSED MEETING: 

Res. 293-23-10-23  MOVED by Councillor Petersen that the Town of Sundre Council go into a closed 
meeting at 7:06 p.m.  

CARRIED 
Mayor Warnock called a 5 minute recess at 7:06 p.m.  
Mayor Warnock resumed the Closed Meeting at 7:16 p.m. 

CLOSED MEETING Topic of Closed Meeting 

The following were in attendance for the closed meeting session: 
Staff: Acting CAO / Director of Corporate Services, Chris Albert 

13.1 Advice From Official, FOIPP Act Section 24 

13.2 Disclosure harmful to business interest of a third party, 
FOIPP Act, Section 16  

13.3 Local public body confidences, FOIPP Act, Section 23 

Res. 294-23-10-23 MOVED by Councillor Isaac that Council return to an open meeting at 
7:44 p.m. 

CARRIED 

ADJOURNMENT 

Res. 295-23-10-23 MOVED by Councillor Isaac being that the agenda matters have been concluded the 
meeting adjourned at 7:44 p.m. 

CARRIED 

These Minutes approved this 6th Day of November 2023 

Mayor, Richard Warnock 

Chief Administrative Officer, Linda Nelson 
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REPORT TO COUNCIL 

COUNCIL DATE November 6, 2023 

SUBJECT Gas Alberta Inc. 2023 Gas Refund 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT Corporate Services 

AGENDA ITEM 8.1a 

BACKGROUND/PROPOSAL:  
Gas Alberta Inc. is the Town of Sundre’s gas supplier, and the Town is a shareholder of this 
company.  Due to gas management and hedging activities during the fiscal year ending June 30, 
2023, Gas Alberta is refunding $4 million to its shareholders. 

As a shareholder the Town customers have benefited from lower gas rates than if the Town 
purchased gas from investor owned utility companies.  In addition to this ongoing savings, the 
Town has received a gas cost refund of $31,002.70 based on Town of Sundre gas purchases 
from Gas Alberta Inc. between July 1, 2022 and June 30th, 2023. 

In 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2021, Council passed motions to pass the amounts on to the Town’s 
utility customers through a per gigajoule refund.  In 2020, Council passed a motion to transfer 
the refund to the Utilities Lifecycling Restricted Surplus Account.  There was no gas cost refund 
in 2022. 

DISCUSSION/OPTIONS/BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES: 
Council can direct administration to record the refund as gas revenue received in 2023 with the 
amount becoming a part of the Gas Department’s budget.  If a surplus arose from the 
additional revenues, it would be administered according to the Restricted Surplus Account 
Policy.  Such an approach would provide the greatest latitude in determining the best use of the 
refund for 2023 operating expenses; however the Town’s gas customers would receive no gas 
refund on their bill this year. 

Council can direct administration to transfer the amount to the Utilities Infrastructure 
Lifecycling Restricted Surplus Account to be used for future infrastructure projects.  The 
additional funds would be used for future gas projects reducing the need to increase gas rates 
to fund those projects, but the Town’s gas customers would not receive a gas refund on their 
bill this year. 

Council can direct administration to credit utility customers accounts with a one-time per 
gigajoule rebate on the December 2023 bills.  Such action would have an insignificant impact on 
the gas budget, as the reduction in utility revenue would be the same as the amount received 
from Gas Alberta.  To determine the per gigajoule credit, administration will divide the actual 
gas consumption measured for sale to all users during the month of November 2023 into the 
total gas cost refund of $31,002.70.  The total refund would be distributed over all natural gas 
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customers based on how many gigajoules they use during the month of November 2023.  Using 
historical November usages as a guideline, it is estimated an average residential customer could 
see approximately a $15.86 gas rebate.  Higher demand customers will see a higher rebate 
because they have incurred higher costs to purchase their gas supply during Gas Alberta’s fiscal 
year ending June 30, 2023.  The Town’s gas customers will receive the direct benefit of a refund 
as the funds will be distributed to the customers based on gas consumption. 

ALIGNMENT WITH STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 
This aligns with Council’s strategic Pillar 5, Sustainable and Responsible Governance. 

ADMINISTRATION RECOMMENDATIONS:  
Administration recommends Council pass on the refund to the Town’s utility customers through 
a one-time gigajoule credit associated with the number of gigajoules used during November 
2023. 

COSTS/SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
Refund received from Gas Alberta Inc. in September 2023. 

ATTACHMENTS:   
Gas Alberta Inc. September 19, 2023 letter 
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September 19, 2023 

To: Jim Hall, Manager of Operations 
   Town of Sundre 

Re: Gas Cost Refund 

We are pleased to inform you that Gas Alberta Inc. is refunding a total of $4.0 million to its shareholders 
as a result of gains that were generated by the Company’s gas management activities during the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 2023. 

Each shareholder will receive a portion of this refund based on their gas purchase volume for the period 
July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023.  

The refund for your organization was calculated as follows: 

Total gas purchases by all shareholders: 30,614,491 GJs 

Total gas purchases by your organization: 237,283 GJs 

Pro-rated Refund Amount: $31,002.70 

GST: $1,550.14 

Total Refund Amount: $32,552.84 

The above refund will be credited to your account via EFT on September 29, 2023. If you have any 
questions regarding the above, please contact me at (403) 509-2601. 

Regards, 

Paul Dunsmore 
President and CEO 
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COUNCIL DATE 

SUBJECT 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT 

REQUEST FOR DECISION 

November 6, 2023 

Seniors’ Fall Prevention Month Proclamation 

Legislative Services 

AGENDA ITEM 

BACKGROUND/PROPOSAL:   
Seniors are a vital part of our families, communities, and province, giving generously of their wisdom, 
experience and love. Individuals, agencies and organizations from a multitude of disciplines across 
Alberta are working together to increase awareness of the issues and encourage Albertans to take steps 
to prevent seniors’ falls. 

DISCUSSION/OPTIONS/BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES: 
Research has shown that falls are the leading cause of injuries amongst seniors and that 20-30% of 
seniors in Alberta will fall at least once a year, and that falls contribute to over 9,000 hospital admissions 
and 33,580 emergency department visits each year. 

ALIGNMENT WITH STRATEGIC PLAN 
Aligns with Pillar 2, Community Well-being of Council’s Strategic Plan. 

COSTS/SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
None. 

ADMINISTRATION RECOMMENDATIONS:  
That the Council of the Town of Sundre proclaim November 2023 as “Seniors’ Fall Prevention 
Month” in the Town of Sundre. 

MOTION: 
That the Council of the Town of Sundre proclaim November 2023 as “Seniors’ Fall Prevention 
Month” in the Town of Sundre. 

ATTACHMENTS:  Proclamation. 

Date Reviewed: November 3, 2023 CAO:

8.6
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Stay Independent. 
Prevent Falls. 

PROCLAMATION 

NOVEMBER SENIORS’ FALLS PREVENTION MONTH 

WHEREAS seniors are a vital part of our families, communities, and province giving 
generously of their wisdom, experience, and love; and 

WHEREAS falls are the leading cause of injuries amongst seniors; and 

WHEREAS 20-30% of seniors in Alberta will fall at least once a year;  and 

WHEREAS falls among our seniors will result in over 9,000 hospital admissions and 
33,580 emergency dept visits each year; and 

WHEREAS falling, and the fear of falling, can lead to depression and hopelessness, 
loss of mobility, and loss of independence; and 

WHEREAS individuals and organizations from a multitude of disciplines across Alberta are 
working together to increase awareness of this issue and encourage Albertans to take steps 
to prevent seniors’ falls; and 

WHEREAS the quality of life is improved for Alberta seniors who remain healthy, active, 
and independent; 

NOW THEREFORE, I Richard Warnock Mayor of Sundre, on behalf of Council and the Citizens of Sundre, do 

Hereby proclaim his month of November 2023 to be Seniors’ Falls Prevention Month in Sundre.

____________________ 
Mayor Richard Warnock 
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