
3.15 Built Environment
How to develop and renew building, neighbourhoods and facilities that will contribute to making your

community unique, liveable and sustainable.

Short Term (0-24 months) Preferred Future Initiative: 

The Town of Sundre leads the community in all future sustainable development.

Priorities: 

A)  Government Leadership

Strategies:

1. Future planning documents reflecting the sustainability plan.

2. Leading by example – and following the sustainability principles.

3. Land becoming available through negotiations between Sundre and Mountain View

County.

4. Research for sustainable policies/bylaws.

B)  Education.

Strategies:

1. Use of multimedia facets to educate public on sustainability development.

2. Sustainability coordinator will make the Sustainability Plan easily accessible.

Medium Term (2-5 years) Preferred Future Initiative:

The Town of Sundre supports the community in its sustainable development.

Priorities:

A)  Government Leadership.

Strategies:

1. Continuously monitoring core planning documents and changes made as necessary.

2. Research & advertise sustainability grants and incentives for the public. 

3. Negotiations between Town of Sundre and Mountain View County for developable land.

4. Enforcement of sustainable policies/bylaws.

5. Work with commercial building owners to help with costs for deep services to all

infrastructure in Sundre.

Long Term (10+ years) Preferred Future Initiative:
The Town of Sundre leads the community in all future sustainable development.

Priorities:
A)  Government leadership.  

Strategies:

1. Through continuous monitoring of all core plans Sundre has a small town feel & unique

design that reflects sustainability.

2. Researching and implementation of sustainable principles for all of Sundre's land base.

3. Through negotiations between Town of Sundre and Mountain View County producing

farmland will be priority when deep services are put in place.



4. Enforcement of sustainable policies/bylaws.

B)  Creating meeting spaces/opportunities
Strategies:

      1.  Create a vibrant town centre on the model of many European cities Ð more for people      
than for cars.



PRIORITIZATION MATRIX

Strategy Area: Built Environment

Preferred Future Initiative: The Town of Sundre leads the community in all future sustainable

development.

Short Term / Medium Term / Long Term  (circle the appropriate term)

Does this initiative:

1. move us towards our community's preferred future initiative?

2. move us towards the sustainability principles?

3. provide flexibility for future community leaders to take action?

4. generate sufficient economic and potential return to seed future investments?

Idea # 1 # 2 # 3 # 4

Government Leadership Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No

Education Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No

Reference Material:

The Natural Step Principles

1:We dig stuff up (like heavy metals and fossil fuels) out of the Earth's crust and allow it to build up faster than

nature can cope with it.

2:We create man-made compounds and chemicals (like pesticides and plastics etc.) and allow them to build up

faster than nature can cope with them.

3:We continuously damage natural systems and the free services they provide (including climate regulation and

water filtration) by physical means (for example over harvesting and paving wetlands).

and..

4:We live in and create societies in which many people cannot meet their basic needs (for example, to find

affordable housing).

5 Dimensions of a Sustainable Community 

1: A Healthy Environment

2: A Strong Economy

3: A Vibrant Cultural Scene

4: Good Governance

5: A Strong Social Network



Town of Sundre MSP Process

Built Environment How to develop and renew buildings, neighbourhoods, and facilities that will contribute to
making you community unique, live-able, and sustainable.

PREFERRED FUTURE INITIATIVE: The Town of Sundre leads the community in all future sustainable development.

Issues and Obstacles

(short term)

Assets and
Opportunities

Measure of Success Action Steps Within Next 
0-24 months

Who is responsible for
ensuring the action is carried

out (see list at the end of
document)

A) Government Leadership A1) Future Planning.

A2) Town of Sundre leads by

example.

A3) Land Base (ex: annexation of

land)

A1) Municipal Development Plan

would be updated in reference to

the MSP.

Downtown Revitalization Plan

would be approved.

Future planning process, Sundre

keeps it's small town feel and has

a unique design.

A2) Town of Sundre follows

sustainability principles.

A3) Land is available for use.

When development occurs,

producing farmland is priority

over residential and commercial

development.

A1) Continuous monitoring of all

plans and changes are made as

necessary.

All future planning must reflect the

Municipal Sustainability Plan and

community input.

A2) Researching and

implementation of sustainable

principles (ex: renovations for new

town office etc.)

A3) Negotiations between Town of

Sundre and County of Mountain

View.  

A1) Town of Sundre

A2) Town of Sundre

A3) Town of Sundre



Town of Sundre MSP Process

A4) Policies / Bylaws for
sustainable practices need to be
in place.

A5) Enforcing Land use bylaw
and policies.

A4) Sustainable policies/bylaws
are in place and support all 4
Natural Step Principles while
encompassing all 15 target areas.

! Less waste in the
landfills.

! Less wasted space in
buildings.  

! Less heat lost in wasted
space.

! Money is saved.

A5) Land use bylaw and policies
and bylaws followed by all.

A4) Research for sustainable
policies / bylaws.
Policy / bylaw written and
approved by Town Council.

A5) Development department to
enforce.

A4) Town of Sundre

A5) Town of Sundre 

B) Education B1) Use of multi media to
educate public on sustainable
development.

B2) Sustainability plan is in place
and easily accessible to anyone
inside and outside of Sundre.

B1) People will change the way
they buy, build and develop
buildings within the Town of
Sundre.

Plenty of open spaces with trees.

South facing homes.

People are educated on
sustainable materials.

B2) Anyone interested in the
future plans for Sundre can
obtain/view the core plans for
Sundre using various sustainable
media methods.

B1) Get information on sustainable
development and put them into
multimedia facets.

B2) Sustainability Coordinator to
ensure the plan is easily accessible.

B1) Town of Sundre
       

B2) Town of Sundre



PRIORITIZATION MATRIX

Strategy Area: Built Environment

Preferred Future Initiative: Town of Sundre supports the community in its sustainable development.

Short Term / Medium Term / Long Term  (circle the appropriate term)

Does this initiative:

1. move us towards our community's preferred future initiative?

2. move us towards the sustainability principles?

3. provide flexibility for future community leaders to take action?

4. generate sufficient economic and potential return to seed future investments?

Idea # 1 # 2 # 3 # 4

Government Leadership Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No

Creating Meeting Spaces/opportunities Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No

Reference Material:

The Natural Step Principles

1:We dig stuff up (like heavy metals and fossil fuels) out of the Earth's crust and allow it to build up faster than

nature can cope with it.

2:We create man-made compounds and chemicals (like pesticides and plastics etc.) and allow them to build up

faster than nature can cope with them.

3:We continuously damage natural systems and the free services they provide (including climate regulation and

water filtration) by physical means (for example over harvesting and paving wetlands).

and..

4:We live in and create societies in which many people cannot meet their basic needs (for example, to find

affordable housing).

5 Dimensions of a Sustainable Community 

1: A Healthy Environment

2: A Strong Economy

3: A Vibrant Cultural Scene

4: Good Governance

5: A Strong Social Network



Town of Sundre MSP Process

Built Environment How to develop and renew buildings, neighbourhoods, and facilities that will contribute to
making you community unique, live-able, and sustainable.

PREFERRED FUTURE INITIATIVE: The Town of Sundre supports the community in its sustainable development.

Issues and Obstacles

(medium term)

Assets and
Opportunities

Measure of Success Action Steps Within Next 
2-5 years months

Who is responsible for
ensuring the action is carried

out (see list at the end of
document)

A) Government Leadership A1) Future Planning.

A2) Grants and Incentives

A3) Land Base

A1) Municipal Development Plan

would be updated and reflect the

Municipal Sustainability Plan.

Future planning process, Sundre

keeps its small town feel and has

a unique design.

The core documents should be

readily available for the public.

A2) Community members are

aware of incentives & use them.

    - more grant money put into

the community.

A3) Land is available for use.

When development occurs,

producing farmland is priority

over residential and commercial

development.

A1) Continuous monitoring of all

plans and changes are made as

necessary (include: municipal

development plan, downtown

revitalization plan, open space

plan, etc.)

All future planning must reflect

the Municipal Sustainability

Plan and community input.

A2) Research & advertise grants &

incentives for public

A3) Negotiations between Town of

Sundre and County of Mountain

View.

A1) Town of Sundre

A2) Town of Sundre

A3) Town of Sundre



Town of Sundre MSP Process

A4) Enforce rules/regulations

A5) Redirect deep services

A4)  Sustainable policies/bylaws

are in place and support all 4

Natural Step Principles and

encompass all 15 target areas.

A5) Services available to all

infrastructure in Sundre.

    - planning for services

A4)  Enforcement of sustainable

policies/bylaws.

A5) Work with commercial

building owners and work with

residents to help with costs.

A4) Town of Sundre

A5) Town of Sundre 

        (Likely in partnership)



PRIORITIZATION MATRIX

Strategy Area: Built Environment

Preferred Future Initiative: Town of Sundre continues to support the community in sustainable

development.

Short Term / Medium Term / Long Term  (circle the appropriate term)

Does this initiative:

1. move us towards our community's preferred future initiative?

2. move us towards the sustainability principles?

3. provide flexibility for future community leaders to take action?

4. generate sufficient economic and potential return to seed future investments?

Idea # 1 # 2 # 3 # 4

Government Leadership Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No

Creating Meeting spaces/opportunities Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No

Reference Material:

The Natural Step Principles

1:We dig stuff up (like heavy metals and fossil fuels) out of the Earth's crust and allow it to build up faster than

nature can cope with it.

2:We create man-made compounds and chemicals (like pesticides and plastics etc.) and allow them to build up

faster than nature can cope with them.

3:We continuously damage natural systems and the free services they provide (including climate regulation and

water filtration) by physical means (for example over harvesting and paving wetlands).

and..

4:We live in and create societies in which many people cannot meet their basic needs (for example, to find

affordable housing).

5 Dimensions of a Sustainable Community 

1: A Healthy Environment

2: A Strong Economy

3: A Vibrant Cultural Scene

4: Good Governance

5: A Strong Social Network



Town of Sundre MSP Process

Built Environment How to develop and renew buildings, neighbourhoods, and facilities that will contribute to
making you community unique, live-able, and sustainable.

PREFERRED FUTURE INITIATIVE: The Town of Sundre leads the community in all future sustainable development.

Issues and Obstacles

(long term)

Assets and
Opportunities

Measure of Success Action Steps Within Next 
10+ Years

Who is responsible for
ensuring the action is carried

out (see list at the end of
document)

Government leadership A1)  Future Planning

A2)  Land Base

A3)  New deep services (water &
sewer) are limited.

A4)  Enforce Rules/ Regulations

A1)  Redevelopment updated
       -Sundre has a small Town
feel & unique design.

A2)  Town of Sundre follows
sustainability principles.

A3) Land is available for use.
When development occurs,
producing farmland is priority
over residential and commercial
development.
Services in place.

A4)  Sustainable policies/bylaws
are in place and support all 4
principles and encompass all 15
target areas.

A1)  Continuous monitoring of all
plans and changes are made as
necessary.
All future planning must reflect the
M.S.P and community input.

A2)  Researching and
implementation of sustainable
principles (ex: renovations for new
Town office etc.)

A3)  Negotiations between Town
of Sundre and County of Mountain
View.

A4)  Enforcement of sustainable
policies/bylaws.

A1)  Town of Sundre

A2)  Town of Sundre

A3)  Town of Sundre

A4)  Town of Sundre



Town of Sundre MSP Process

B1) Creating meeting

spaces/opportunities

B1) Create a vibrant town centre

on the model of many European

cities – more for people than for

cars.  Some features would be: 

! Small specialty shops

! Pedestrian mall with trees

! Murals by local artists

! Internet Cafes

! Electronic bulletin board

! Street performers

B1) Enjoyment of citizens. 

Promotion by Alberta Tourism.

A desired visiting stop by

tourists.

Engaged seniors and retirees.

More learning/social interaction

between the different

demographic groups (ex: seniors

and youth)

B1) Town appoint a project leader/

manager and team.

Develop principles & guidelines

for transforming Sundre.

Conduct feedback surveys

Contact a sustainable cities

consultant (ex: International centre

for Sustainable Cities)

B1) Town of Sundre

       CAG


