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 (a) the water level in the water well must be measured 
immediately after termination of water removal and at 
time intervals specified in the production test in the 
drilling report for 

 (i) 2 continuous hours, or 

 (ii) until 90% recovery of the static water level measured 
under subsection (1)(a) is achieved, 

  whichever occurs first, and 

 (b) the following information must be recorded in the drilling 
report: 

 (i) the reason water removal was discontinued; 

 (ii) the rate of water removal, the length of time of the 
water removal and the recovery periods; 

 (iii) the water level measurements taken during the 
recovery periods. 

Testing under exploration approval 
65   Sections 63 and 64 do not apply in respect of a water well that 
has been yield tested in accordance with the requirements of an 
approval for the exploration of groundwater if that approval 
requires longer periods of water removal and recovery than those 
required by sections 63 and 64. 

Reclamation 
66(1)  Subject to subsection (2), if a water well is not completed 
due to a construction problem or inadequate water yield to meet the 
water well owner’s water requirements, 

 (a) the driller must immediately reclaim the water well in 
accordance with this section, and 

 (b) the approval holder or, in the case of a water well that 
does not require an approval, the driller must complete the 
drilling report and provide it as if the water well were 
completed as required by section 41(1). 

(2)  If a water well that is not completed has been drilled by the 
holder of a Class C approval and the water well is abandoned, the 
owner of the water well must reclaim the water well or cause the 
water well to be reclaimed in accordance with this section. 
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(3)  If a water well is abandoned after completion, the owner of the 
water well must reclaim the water well or cause the water well to 
be reclaimed in accordance with this section. 

(4)  When a water well is to be reclaimed, 

 (a) the water well must be thoroughly flushed and cleaned of 
all foreign materials, 

 (b) the water well must be disinfected with a concentration of 
at least 200 milligrams of chlorine per litre of water in the 
water well, 

 (c) all equipment and materials, including casing, liner and 
riser pipe, must 

 (i) be removed, or 

 (ii) if removal of the equipment or materials is 
impracticable, be cut off at least 0.5 metre below 
ground level, 

  and 

 (d) the water well must be filled full length so that vertical 
movement of water within the water well bore is 
effectively and permanently prevented. 

(5)  Material used to fill a water well under subsection (4)(d) must 
be 

 (a) free of any substance that may cause an adverse effect on 
the environment, human health, property or public safety, 

 (b) suitable cement, grout, concrete, bentonite or equivalent 
commercial slurry, or clay slurry, impervious water well 
cuttings or impervious overburden materials, 

 (c) introduced at the bottom of the water well and placed 
progressively upwards, unless it is designed and 
manufactured for the purpose of being introduced into the 
water well from the ground surface, and 

 (d) put in place by the use of drill pipe, grout pipe or tremie 
pipe, cement bucket or dump bailer in such a way as to 
avoid segregation or dilution of the sealing materials. 

(6)  The uppermost 0.5 metre of the borehole to the ground surface 
in the water well must be backfilled with material appropriate for 
the intended use of the land. 
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(7)  All equipment used for the reclamation of a water well must be 
free of any substance that may cause an adverse effect on the 
environment, human health, property or public safety. 

Inactive water well 
67(1)  If a water well is temporarily not in use but is not 
abandoned, the owner of the water well must ensure that the water 
well is 

 (a) thoroughly flushed and cleaned of all foreign materials, 

 (b) disinfected with a concentration of at least 200 milligrams 
of chlorine per litre of water in the water well, and 

 (c) securely capped with a sealing device that prevents the 
entry of any substance into the water well that may cause 
an adverse effect on the water in the water well. 

(2)  The owner of the water well must ensure that the sealing 
device referred to in subsection (1) is maintained in place at all 
times until the water well is reclaimed or put back into active 
service. 

Duties after water well completion 
68(1)  After a water well is completed, the owner of the water well 
must 

 (a) maintain the water well and the water well site in a 
manner that will prevent the entry of surface water or 
other foreign materials into the water well, 

 (b) maintain the area immediately surrounding the water well 
in a sanitary condition, 

 (c) if non-metallic pipe is used as casing, ensure that the 
water well is protected at ground surface by steel casing 
firmly anchored in the ground, and 

 (d) protect the water well at ground surface from any physical 
damage. 

(2)  If saline groundwater enters a water well after completion, the 
owner of the water well must ensure that the saline groundwater is 
sealed off to prevent any adverse effect on the environment, human 
health, property or public safety. 
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