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4.1 
Regular Council Meeting 

Minutes 
December 17, 2018 

_____ 

_____ 
Initials 

The regular meeting of Council of the Municipality of Sundre was held in Council Chambers in the Municipal Office 
on Monday, December 17, 2018, commencing at 6:00 p.m.  

IN ATTENDANCE  Mayor Terry Leslie 
Councillor Cheri Funke 
Councillor Charlene Preston 
Councillor Todd Dalke 
Councillor Richard Warnock 
Councillor Rob Wolfe 
Councillor Paul Isaac 

Staff: Chief Administrative Officer, L. Nelson 
Director of Planning and Economic Development, M. Marko  
Acting Director of Corporate Services, C. Albert 
Manager of Operations, J. Hall 
Manager of Community Services, S. Nelson 
Special Projects Administrator and Development Officer, B. Fountain 
Legislative Executive Assistant, C. Robey 

Public: 3 Members 

CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m., with a moment of reflection on the 
business of the evening. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

AGENDA – AMENDMENTS AND ADOPTION 
Res. No. 503-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Dalke that the Agenda be approved with the following 

changes: 

• Addition: Item 11.2 Council Report, Councillor Funke

• Addition: Item 8.6 RFD Supplemental Item for Budget

• Replace: Item 6.1 RFD with new RFD

• Remove: Item 5.1 Delegation

• Addition: Item 15.3 In-Camera – Advice from Officials - FOIPP Section 24

• Change to Item Order: Item 15.3 In-Camera to become Item 15.4
CARRIED 

ADOPTION OF THE PREVIOUS MINUTES  
Res. No. 504-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Wolfe that the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

Council held on December 3, 2018, be approved as presented.    CARRIED 

DELEGATION 
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Page 2 of 5 
Regular Council Minutes – December 17, 2018 

_____ 

_____ 
Initials 

BYLAWS  
 Bylaw 2018-18 2019 Rates and Fees 

Res. No. 505-18-12-17  MOVED by Councillor Funke that the Town of Sundre Council gives First 
Reading to Bylaw 2018-18, a Bylaw being the 2019 Fee Rates Bylaw. 

CARRIED 

Res. No. 506-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Warnock that the Town of Sundre Council gives Second  
Reading to Bylaw 2018-18, a Bylaw being the 2019 Fee Rates Bylaw.  

CARRIED 

Res. No. 507-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Wolfe that the Town of Sundre Council presents for 
Third and Final Reading, Bylaw 2018-18, a Bylaw being the 2019 Fee Rates 
Bylaw.      CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Res. No. 508-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Warnock that the Town of Sundre Council gives Third 
and Final Reading to Bylaw 2018-18, a Bylaw being the 2019 Fee Rates Bylaw. 

CARRIED 

Res. No. 509-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Funke that the Town of Sundre Council moves to 
rescind Bylaw 2018-13 Fees, Charges and Penalties Bylaw.  CARRIED 

Res. No. 510-18-12-17 Bylaw 2018-19 South West Industrial Area Structure Plan 
MOVED by Councillor Funke that the Town of Sundre Council give First 
Reading to Bylaw 2018-19, being a Bylaw to adopt the South West Industrial 
Area Structure Plan.      CARRIED 

Res. No. 511-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Wolfe that the Town of Sundre Council set a Public 
Hearing date of February 19, 2019, for Bylaw 2018-19 South West Industrial 
Area Structure Plan.                                                                                 CARRIED     

OLD BUSINESS 

NEW BUSINESS 
RFD Annual Salary - Cost of Living Allowance (COLA) Increases 

Res. No. 512-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Funke that the Town of Sundre Council approves a Cost 
of Living Allowance adjustment of 2.75% to be applied to the 2018 approved 
salary grid, effective January 1, 2019.  
Voted For:  Councillors: Isaac, Wolfe, Preston, Dalke, Funke. 
Voted Against: Mayor Leslie, Councillor Warnock.  CARRIED 

RFD Fire Dispatch Services Agreement 
Res. No. 513-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Funke that the Town of Sundre Council approve the 

Fire Dispatch Services Agreement, and that the Mayor and CAO be 
authorized to sign the Agreement on behalf of the Town.    CARRIED 

Councillor Wolfe left the meeting at 6:25 p.m. 

Councillor Wolfe returned to the meeting at 6:27 p.m. 
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Page 3 of 5 
Regular Council Minutes – December 17, 2018 

_____ 

_____ 
Initials 

RFD RCMP Memorandum of Understanding 
Res. No. 514-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Preston that the Town of Sundre Council approve the 

Memoradum of Understanding, and that the Mayor and CAO be authorized 
to sign the Memorandum of Understanding on behalf of the Town.    

CARRIED 

RFD Sundre & District Museum, Metis Display Partnership and Funding 
Request 

Res. No. 515-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Funke that the Town of Sundre Council accept the 
funding request from the Sundre Museum concerning the Metis Display 
Project, as information. CARRIED 

RFD 2018 Community Services Grant 
Res. No. 516-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Warnock that the Town of Sundre Council moves to 

allocate the following monies to the 2018 Community Services Grant 
Applicants as follows:  Sundre and District Allied Arts Society $1720.20, Sundre 
and District Curling Club $1720.20, Sundre West Country Centre $1720.20, 
Sundre Daycare Centre $1,720.20, and the Sundre Bike n’ Ski Club $1,720.20.

CARRIED 

Councillor Dalke left the meeting at 6:40 p.m. 

Councillor Dalke returned to the meeting at 6:48 p.m. 

RFD 2019 Four-Year Operating Budget and Ten-Year Capital Plan 
Res. No. 517-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Funke that the Town of Sundre Council moves to adopt 

the 2019 portion of the Four-Year Operating Budget and Ten-Year Capital 
Plan, and accept the additional three years for information.  
Voted For: Councillors: Funke, Dalke.  
Voted Against: Mayor Leslie, Councillors: Warnock, Wolfe, Isaac, Preston. 

DEFEATED 

Res. No. 518-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Warnock that the Town of Sundre Council moves to 
adopt an Interim Budget pertaining to the 2019 portions of the Four-Year 
Operating Budget and Ten-Year Capital Plan, to include the restriction on 
Administration from making any large operating or capital expenditures 
during the Interim Budget period.   
Voted For: Mayor Leslie, Councillors: Isaac, Warnock, Wolfe, Preston, Dalke. 
Voted Against: Councillor Funke     CARRIED 

Mayor Leslie called a Recess at 7:20 p.m. 

Council meeting resumed at 7:27 p.m. 
ADMINISTRATION 

RFD Departmental Reports 
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Page 4 of 5 
Regular Council Minutes – December 17, 2018 

_____ 

_____ 
Initials 

Res. No. 519-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Dalke that the Town of Sundre Council accept 
November 2018 Departmental Reports, as information. CARRIED 

MUNICIPAL AREA PARTNERSHIP 

COUNCIL REPORTS 
1. Report To Council, Councillor Warnock
2. Report to Council, Councillor Funke

Res. No. 520-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Wolfe to accept Councillor Warnock’s Council Report, 
as information.         CARRIED 

Res. No. 521-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Preston to accept Councillor Funke’s Council Report, as 
information.         CARRIED 

INQUIRIES BETWEEN COUNCILLORS OR TO ADMINISTRATION 

Res. No. 522-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Preston that the Town of Sundre Council moves for 
consent from Council to bring back Motion Number 518-18-12-17.  
Voted For: Mayor Leslie, Councillors: Warnock, Wolfe, Preston, Dalke Funke. 
Voted Against: Councillor Isaac.      CARRIED 

Res. No. 523-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Funke that the Town of Sundre Council moves to 
remove the restrictions from the Interim Budget. 
Voted For: Mayor Leslie, Councillors: Wolfe, Preston, Dalke, Funke. 
Voted Against: Councillors: Warnock, Isaac.     CARRIED 

COUNCIL INVITATIONS / CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Alberta Municipal Affairs, City Charters Fiscal Framework Act
2. Alberta Health Services, Healthcare article
3. Alberta Hiking Association, Bighorn Country Initiative
4. Mountain View County, Sundre Recycle Centre

Res. No. 524-18-12-17  MOVED by Councillor Funke that the Town of Sundre Council accept the 
correspondence from Alberta Municipal Affairs concerning the City Charters 
Fiscal Framework Act, as information.                                               CARRIED       

Res. No. 525-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Warnock that the Town of Sundre Council accept the 
correspondence from Alberta Health Services, concerning the One Province, 
One Healthcare System: A Decade of Healthcare Transformation in Alberta 
article, as information.                                                                           CARRIED 

Res. No. 526-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Wolfe that the Town of Sundre Council accept the 
correspondence from the Alberta Hiking Association, concerning the Bighorn 
Country Initiative, as information.                                                       CARRIED 
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Regular Council Minutes – December 17, 2018 

_____ 

_____ 
Initials 

Read into the Minutes the December 6, 2018 Mountain View County 
correspondence concerning the Sundre Recyle Centre.  

Res. No. 527-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Funke that the Town of Sundre Council directs 
Administration to draft a response to Mountain View County detailing 
Council’s decision to uphold the previous Motion to close the Recycle Centre, 
effective December 31, 2018.                                                                 CARRIED      

IN CAMERA – Notice to Public 
 Mayor Leslie excused all public members at 8:08 p.m., and advised that they 
are welcome to wait in the lobby to rejoin the council meeting after the In-
Camera session concludes. 

The following were in attendance for the In-Camera session: 
Staff: Ms. Linda Nelson, CAO 
 Public: No Members 

 Res. No. 528-18-12-17  MOVED by Councillor Preston that Council go into In-Camera at 8:15 p.m. 
   CARRIED 

IN CAMERA 

Topic of In Camera:         Disclosure Harmful to Intergovernmental Relations – FOIPP Section 21 
  Advice from Officials – FOIPP Section 24 
  Advice from Officials – FOIPP Section 24 
  Confidential Evaluations – FOIPP Section 19     

Res. No. 529-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Wolfe that Council return to open meeting at 
9:34 p.m.       CARRIED 

Mayor Leslie directed Administration to invite any public members in the 
lobby to rejoin the meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Res. No. 530-18-12-17 MOVED by Councillor Warnock being that the Agenda matters have been 

concluded the meeting adjourned at 9:34 p.m.       CARRIED 

These Minutes approved this 7th day of January, 2019. 

___________________________ 
Mayor 

____________________________ 
Chief Administrative Officer 
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Report to Council November 22, 2018 – December 31, 2018 – Terry Leslie 

Wednesday November 23, 2018 – an emailed invitation was sent to me from Assistant Deputy Minister 

of Alberta Environment and Parks, announcing a proposal “for a new mix of public land and parks known 

as Bighorn Country”. An online survey address was included with the deadline for feedback January 31, 

2019. There was also an invitation to an engagement session in Rocky Mountain House Tuesday 

December 11, 2018 from 9:00 – 12:00 noon, with the deadline for RSVP by Thursday, November 29, 

2018.  

Sundre Town Council received this information December 3, 2018. The date of completion of the 

attached map of the proposed Bighorn Country was October 30, 2018. Sundre is not identified on the 

map. 

Wednesday November 28, 2018 - I was contacted by 2 producers from CBC Radio Wednesday 

November 28th asking for my comments about the Provincial Government Proposal. My comments were 

simple – our community had not been consulted – the Provincial consultation was flawed – it seemed 

this was a proposal being rushed through prior to a Provincial election – I really had no knowledge about 

the details of the proposal except what I had read in the Calgary Herald the previous weekend. 

I contacted Jason Nixon and asked for a “Coles Notes” version of the proposal. He made arrangements 

to have Assistant Deputy Minister Dana Mackie meet with local elected municipal officials Monday 

December 3, 2018 at 2:00 PM to provide an overview of the proposal. I invited representatives from 

Mountain View County, as well as Rocky Mountain House Mayor Tammy Burke, and Mayor John Rimmer 

from Caroline, to attend the meeting. 

ADM Mackie met with Rocky Mountain House and Clearwater Councils Friday November 30, 2018. 

Monday December 3, 2018 – Intermunicipal Collaboration Committee Meeting – Town Council 

Chambers – 8:30 – 11:00 AM – Councillors Warnock, Funke and I met with Mountain View County 

representatives to work further on the “sub agreements” between our two Councils. We heard a 

presentation from Greenwood Neighbourhood Place and discussed issues they were facing in their 

future. Administrations from both municipalities will be bringing further information to our next 

meeting February 4, 2019 with regard to this presentation, and other matters discussed. 

Monday December 3, 2018 – Information meeting with representatives from Alberta Environment 

and Parks – Town Council Chambers – 2:30 – 4:00 PM – Town Council members, Mayor Tammy Burke 

from Rocky Mountain House, Mayor John Rimmer from Caroline, and Deputy Reeve Angela Aalbers from 

Mountain View County were in attendance to hear from Assistant Deputy Minister Dana Mackie and 

staff about the “Bighorn Country” proposal recently announced by Alberta Environment and Parks 

Minister Shannon Phillips. The proposal was outlined and an informal discussion took place. 

Issues brought forward by Town Council and those attending: 

- Disappointment at being among the many who have been forgotten in consultations that have

been by invitation only – our Council has not been invited.

- Deep concern about the possible effects to the forestry industry in light of what happened in the

Castle region in southern Alberta. What was the cost paid out to Spray Lakes Sawmills for the

closure of their timber supplies in the Castle? Spray Lakes was promised operations would not

11.1a
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be affected and they were shut down. The economic impact to our community with a change to 

forest management in the west country would mean job losses in our local forestry industry and 

would be devastating to our community. Sundre Forest Products and West Fraser are the 

biggest employer in the area. 

- We are lobbying our federal government to invest more to combat the pine beetle infestation

that is looming, and any available money invested by the Province in a proposal of this nature is

premature without much more consultation with the forest industry – and a plan to address the

threat of the pine beetle.

- Concerns from our rural community about the status of leases in the affected area have not

been addressed.

- As a community, we have serious infrastructure needs – an upgraded waste water treatment

plant – a hospital – the overlay of Highway 27 through Sundre that has been pushed back 2

years we have recently been told – and a proposal such as this is not a community priority at

this time.

- What is the expected budget for this proposal and how will it affect the limited future dollars

available for essential infrastructure projects? The west country is a provincial responsibility and

there is a fear that investment out west will reduce the available money for essential local

infrastructure necessities.

- After the flood of 2013, our community was told by the Provincial Government at the time that

they “wanted to get flood mitigation right, take the time necessary to consult with those

affected, and not rush to failure”. Without extensive public consultation, this proposal appears

to be a prime example of “rushing to failure” without taking the time to consult with the

forestry, oil and gas, farming and ranching, and tourism industry stakeholders, and community

groups.

- The Town of Sundre cannot take a positive position on this proposal until these, and many more

community questions are answered.

Terry Leslie, Mayor 

Meeting Notes – my summary from meeting with ADM Dana Mackie Monday December 3, 2018 – 

2:30 – 4:00 in Sundre Town Council Chambers with representatives from Sundre Town Council, Deputy 

Reeve Angela Aalbers from Mountain View County, Mayor Tammy Burke from Rocky Mountain House 

and Mayor John Rimmer from Caroline 

- North Saskatchewan Regional Plan – this is a lift and a shift from the similar consultation work

from the plan – not ready for public at this time – need for further proposals to be developed

with more detail before public engagement

- Conservation, existing recreation to enhance and support user experiences and address

economic diversification – bringing in more modern and contemporary legislation to better

manage what we see forthcoming

- Takes into consideration first nations interests – historically and culturally significant lands

- Many active volunteer stewardship groups

- Industrial interests also taken into consideration

- Public land use zones also taken into consideration

- Introduce 1 wildland, 3 provincial parks and 4 new provincial recreation areas in proposal
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- Expect, after consultation, there will be a balance for everything and an opportunity for

everyone to improve experiences

- Timelines – consultation to January 2019 – Management Intent 60 days – to January 2019

- Supporting Tourism and development and Investment – 60 days – to January 2019

- Parks and Recreation Management Planning – 1+ years – should the proposal be confirmed.

- Late 2019 analysis and recommendations – cabinet deliberates in late 2019 and decision

- Engagement outline – online survey – online tele-town Hall and Open Houses in RMH, Drayton,

Sundre and Red Deer – themed stakeholder sessions – Indigenous consultations – future

planning

Jamie Bruhe – Land Use Zones – 25 year planning – West Country and Kiska-Wilson Public Land Use 

Zones – gives the ability to manage public recreation on public lands – many ticketable offenses are 

available when a Public Land Use Zone designation is used – there have been issues with trails and 

the intent is to provide some separation for non compatible uses such as cross country skiing, 

quadding, snowmobiling, side be side quad usage – recreation users, tourism operators, indigenous 

people, private and municipal land owners, grazing disposition holders, hunters and anglers and 

industry and forestry operators – intent is to reduce conflict with all users being kept safe from 

industrial hazards – reclamation plans for the future can work together for future random campsites 

type users. 

- Grazing dispositions will not change – will still be able to regulate access to grazing leases

- Tourism operators will have the ability to designate trails and be able to control their

investments in those trails

- Kiska-Wilson – over 300 km of trails will stay the same as they are – want groups and

organizations to have more conversations about environmental sustainability to manage

sensitivities.

- West Country – needs a public land use designation to be able to manage opportunities for

better recreation with designated trails that are sustainable. Looking at multi use trails that

connect and build on existing.

- Recreation Planning Areas – 4 zones proposed – logical breakdowns of boundaries – expect that

each will have a collaborative engagement process to determine how user groups can assist and

have input from users.

Provincial Parks – series of new parks and protected areas – recreation support ($40 million investment), 

OHV use on designated trails, existing petroleum and natural gas activities have to be honoured, 

minimum impact on coal, freehold properties honoured, existing grazing commitments honoured, no 

impact to commercial forestry, existing trapping lines honoured, existing sand and gravel commitments 

honoured. 

- Provincial Park Wildland – established to protect natural heritage, provide opportunities for low

impact backcountry recreation and hunting fishing and other nature based recreation

- There is a need to update older designations to current practice – critical from a headwaters

perspective, species at risk, and wildlife corridors, no roads permitted, visitor experience

No impact to provincial forestry intended. Forestry industry open to respond. Planning on invitations to 

industry through AFPA and known industry players in the area. 
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Influx of tourism – critical infrastructure – hospital, emergency services – impact to local first 

responders, safety and rescue – hospitals – the commitment for funding is for managing recreation – it 

is anticipated that there will be more tourists – Part of the proposal is a $40 million investment – part of 

that can be for first responders 

Public parking – how will you handle the volume? We will use existing infrastructure – eg. Use reclaimed 

well pads as staging areas. 

There will be a shift to more structured camping with bathroom supports, look after enhancing road 

access in and out, and create new campsites and increase amenity levels. Random camping will 

continue. 

Why the urgency now? Where are those funds coming from? Planning has been ongoing and this is a 

portion that is ready for consultation. Funding and budget development and trade offs have been 

prioritized. There is no “prid pro quo” for budget trade offs for the region. The $40 million cost for this 

project is not intended to act as the region allocation from other departments. 

Management structure and operational presence – what is your intent? Of the $40 million, $15 million 

will be for operational needs. 

What is the process? 

- 60 days online consultation plus local public engagement sessions – end of January 2019,

consultation closes – cabinet decision spring – orders in Council details for boundary

- Open Houses will be Town Hall sessions prior to closing. The best way to have the proposal

move forward is to have the “respectful” dialog through the process of public engagement.

- Forestry engagement must be done to address the public perception that “forestry is opposed

to this proposal”.

- Key messages will be coming forward – it is 37 pages long at this point – addressing forestry, oil

and gas, other industries, and the impacts predicted with the proposal.

Some of the concerns expressed from those in attendance: 

- Public consultation has not been done – this process is “a rush to failure” and there will be

significant “push back” from residents in the area,

- The impact to the forestry industry – and our largest employer, Sundre Forest Products/West

Fraser – has not been clarified, and our residents will be legitimately concerned. This looks like

another “Castle” project that was done in southern Alberta that had the Government of Alberta

eliminate the logging of the area and pay out Spray Lakes an undisclosed amount. The

government of Alberta needs to “own” that decision and assure our local mill will not see job

losses,

- $40 million spent on this project at this time is not an investment that can be afforded at this

time by a government that is broke. There is serious concern that the $40 million allocation to

this region will “take away” money for our most necessary infrastructure projects,

- Sundre has been told by Alberta Transportation that the “overlay” of highway 27 through

Sundre has been pushed back 2 years, and to us, it is more important than this proposal,

- Sundre has a major infrastructure project looming – our waste water treatment plant upgrade –

and there is serious concern that – for any government – the necessity of being able to flush
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toilets – supersedes the “wish” to do a project such as this – when the provincial government is 

broke, 

- The toilet and garbage facilities being placed in the west country will see our community as the

“processing” place for that sewage and waste. What plans are there to assist/partner with the

municipalities expected to bear the burden of the consequences of this proposal,

- What are the plans to support the municipalities for emergency services, hospitals, seach and

rescue requirements that will be a resulting cost escalation to our ratepayers because of this

plan,

- The Environment Minister does not have a good reputation in this community. The Health

Minister does, because she has listened and worked with the community to address community

concerns when AHS threatened to close 15 long term care beds – half our hospital. The

Environment Minister needs to be available to work with the community and address the

community concerns,

- We are not aware of consultations with industry in the development of this proposal. The public

needs assurance that forestry, oil and gas, farming and ranching impacts are known – that

representatives from those industries have been heard – their issues have been addressed – and

that the economic job impact in the region will not be negatively affected,

- What are the plans in place to have local residents and elected officials involved in the

operations of the plan for the long term?

- There are questions from local residents about grazing leases and how they are affected by this

plan when investments of hundreds of thousands of dollars are at stake with those leases,

- The proposal is moving too quickly and looks like a plan to take a “legacy project” into the next

election. Slow down and take more time to do a proper consultation process with all those

affected. This is a proposal that has potential benefits for generations to come. Rushing, without

buy in from those affected, is not an option when $40 million is being invested without the

understanding of the “unintended consequences” to municipalities.

Terry Leslie 

Sunday December 9, 2018 – Budget Workshop for Council and Administration – Town Council 

Chambers – 12:00 – 6:30 – This was an opportunity to hear from Administration and staff about the 4 

Year Operating and 5 Year Capital Budget, and ask questions about details and priorities for our future. 

Because this is the first year we are proposing to adopt a 4 Year Operating Budget, there was a need to 

spend considerable time understanding the reasons for the proposals. 

Tuesday December 11, 2018 – Public Open House in Council Chambers from 10:00 – 7:00 – This was 

the opportunity for the public to come in and talk with Administration, Council and staff about the 

upcoming 4 Year Operating Budget and the 5 Year Capital Budget. There were 17 people who attended 

with some good suggestions to consider. I attended from 12:00 – 2:30. 

Thursday, December 13, 2018 – Alberta Health Services Central Zone representatives met with the 

Hospital Futures Committee to go over the statistics for the Sundre Hospital, understand and advocate 

for improved health care service to our residents and to share concerns about the day to day operations 

for staff and patients. 

Wednesday December 19, 2018 – Dedication of Myron Thompson’s Way street dedication – on Myron’s 

front lawn. About 80 people attended this recognition of Mr. Thompson as Sundre’s former Mayor, 
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Councillor, and only MP who served for 15 years in Ottawa on our behalf. Speeches by MLA Jason Nixon 

and local MP Earl Dreeshen, honouring Mr. Thompson’s service to our nation were appreciated by all in 

attendance. My speech honouring my mentor of 39 years appears below. 

Myron Thompson’s Way – Street Dedication – December 19, 2018 

Welcome everyone and thank you for attending this special dedication today. Myron and Dot are 

humbled by this wonderful turnout. 

Myron Thompson’s Way – Why has that street name been chosen? The stories you hear in the next 

few minutes will give you the answer to that question.  

In 1974, not long after Myron moved to Sundre he was elected as a Town  Councillor. It was during 

that term that the dykes through Sundre were built, and they have held through many floods. 

Myron’s passion for flood mitigation for the entire Red Deer River Watershed continued through his 

last term as Councillor in 2017. Planning for the future of this community was Myron Thompson’s 

Way. 

In 1977, Myron became Mayor of Sundre. During that term, there was an opportunity to have an 

artificial ice plant installed at the arena. In typical Sundre fashion, fundraising began. Myron 

Thompson’s Way was to get involved and one of the big fundraising events featured Tiger Thompson, 

against good friend and former Mayor Sam Campkin, aka Killer Campkin, in a wrestling match, 

refereed by the legendary Stu Hart of Stampede Wrestling fame.  

Imagine Myron in tights in a gym filled to capacity, and Stu Hart letting Myron and Sam battle it out 

until they were both exhausted. The crowd roared, loved the entertainment, and the fact that their 

Mayor and his good friend, kickstarted a great fundraising campaign. That was Myron Thompson’s 

Way. 

Imagine Myron’s surprise in finding out that the County owned the land that the arena sat on, and 

that grants couldn’t be used to put the ice plant in unless the Town owned the land. Myron called Syd 

Vollmin, the County Reeve at the time, and a deal was struck to trade the baseball diamond land to 

the School Board, for the arena land, all in for $1. That was Myron Thompson’s Way. 

In 1980, Myron became the Principal of the Sundre School, but it came at a price. If you can believe it, 

at that time, to get the Principal job, he was told he could not be the Mayor. 

Myron’s choice to commit, without reservation, to students is just another example of the many ways 

he dedicated his life to his community. That was Myron Thompson’s Way. 

When it was time for the building of a new high school, Myron was front and centre advocating and 

encouraging the community to fundraise for a $200,000 gym expansion for community use.  

Myron was always a champion for good ideas that would lead to student success and help them 

become leaders in the community. 

Myron got a call from central office one day asking what the “Horse Program” was all about because 

there wasn’t a curriculum for a “Horse Program”. He was told he couldn’t make up a course that 

didn’t exist. In true leadership style, Myron convinced the higher ups that this was a program that was 
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needed in our community. The result was that nowhere else in Alberta, but Sundre, could a high 

school boast about a program that graduated a jockey, and farriers that went on to successful careers 

in those fields. Myron thought schools should be for kids and communities, and that schools worked 

best when they were connected through potential employers. He saw strengths in people they did not 

yet see in themselves – and he pushed kids to believe in their best self.  That was Myron Thompson’s 

Way. 

After retiring as Principal of Sundre High School, Myron channeled his energies to federal politics. In 

1993, he was elected to Parliament as a member of the Reform Party, representing the Wild Rose 

riding, where he served for 15 years through the successor parties, the Canadian Alliance and the 

Conservative Party of Canada, with successive election victories until 2008, when he decided to step 

away from federal politics. He was well known for his passionate stance on many issues advocating 

for people he served. Initially, the cowboy in the stetson challenged the Liberal government on issues 

such as government spending, marriage, victims’ rights, child pornography and prison reform – all 

issues that threatened to undermine the values of all Albertans. Challenging opposition parties, and 

his own party, to change “off track” practices was always Myron Thompson’s Way.  

The Hay West Movement in 2002 was an historical “Canadians helping Canadians” success story. 

Alberta was suffering with drought and it only made sense to Myron to look east to Ontario where the 

hay was plentiful. Myron, and Liberal MP Don Beaudria, if you can believe it, got to talking about how 

to get the much needed hay from Ontario to Alberta. CN rail was convinced to transport – free of 

charge – Ontario hay to Alberta, and the Hay West Movement became a reality. Myron Thompson’s 

Way was to get the right people together and find solutions regardless of party lines, to do the right 

thing for the people of Canada that he served. 

The next time you drive through Banff and Lake Louise enjoying the 4 lane highway, think of Myron. 

Shocked by the many tragedies and fatalities occurring on that stretch of the highway, Myron pushed 

those who had the ability to decide, to do the right thing.  At the Banff Park Gate, Stephen Harper, Jim 

Prentice, and Myron Thompson shared, and celebrated, in the announcement to twin the highway 

that we all enjoy safely today. That was Myron Thompson’s Way. 

I could go on about the accomplishments Myron was able to see through in his 15 years in Ottawa, 

but he has said that is not necessary. I do have to say that after Myron retired as an MP in 2008, it 

wasn’t long until he decided to serve again on the Sundre Town Council from 2010 – 2017. Thinking 

about it now, it seems only natural for him to continue dedicating his life to service in our community. 

He has been a mentor, and a model to all members of Council and staff, throughout his lifetime. We 

are honoured and grateful for the wisdom he has shared, for the passion and tenacity he has always 

brought to debate, and for his strength through faith. That has always been Myron Thompson’s Way. 

Throughout Myron’s career, never has there been one more dedicated, loving and committed than his 

darling wife Dot. It is plain to see that Dot has always been the wind beneath his wings. She has been 

by his side, and it is a good thing, he always says, that she kept him in line. She is the real boss. Who 

else would put up with his years in politics – or just put up with him. 
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Myron has an unwavering commitment to God. He has always known that God has a plan for him and 

he will always trust in God. Spirituality, strength through faith, an unalterable belief in God – and 

living a life of service to God – has been Myron Thompson’s Way. 

As a grateful community we dedicate this road Myron Thompson’s Way. Myron Thompson’s Way is 

more than a street name. It is a model of personal sacrifice and service to others - for life.  

Congratulations Myron and Dot for this much deserved recognition of a life of service to our 

community and our nation. 

Respectfully submitted – Terry Leslie, Mayor 
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